
CHATHAM BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT, INC.

“Sustaining Communities By Building One Business At A Time”

www.cbaworks.org
www.cbaccc.org



The mission of the Chatham Business Association is to provide a viable and 
effective business association to enhance social, political, and economic 

growth within our community.  Create opportunities, inroads and programs 
to benefit and ensure the prosperity, economic strength and excellence of 

service in Chatham and its surrounding communities.

OUR MISSION

“Sustaining Communities By 
Building One Business At A Time”

The Chatham Business Association is a small business resource center that offers an 
array of customized services and programs designed to assist businesses with 
expansion and growth through economic development, strategic planning, technical 
training, business trend workshops, access to capital assistance, effective 
collaborative marketing programs and government certification.

Chatham Business Association is “Sustaining Our Community By 
Building One Business At A Time”



Inspired by Growth, Pride and Support, prevalent in Chatham, several local 
businessmen formed the Chatham Business Association in 1972 in order to satisfy the 
Community’s desire to invest in, nurture and protect the Chatham Community.  The 
stated purpose was to “band together to foster, create and explore those plans and 
programs that will ensure stability and growth of our business communities.”  

CBA maintains a small business Development Center and Local Development 
Corporation, certified by the Small Business Administration, to assist area businesses 
in securing funds for acquisitions, expansion and renovation of business properties.

The Chatham Business Association proudly celebrates over 39 years of community 
excellent service and commitment to our members.

HISTORY



Chairman
William Garth Sr.
CEO & Publisher
Citizen Group

Vice Chairman
Joseph Caldwell
President & CEO
Tailorite Cleaners

President
Marino Orlandi
VP, Regional Manager - Business
Banking Group
Fifth Third Bank

Secretary
Dr. Felicia Blasingame
President & CEO
South Central Community Services

Treasurer
Arlene Williams
Executive Vice President of Lending  
Seaway Bank & Trust Co    

Executive Director
Melinda Kelly

Assistant to Executive Director
Karletta Kelly

EXECUTIVE BOARD



Kimberly McCullough
Community Affairs
AT&T

Ty Andrews
VP Operations/HR Dir.
Illinois Service Federal

Paul Labonne
VP CRA Officer
PNC Bank

Michael P. Henry
External Affairs Manger, 
Chicago South
ComEd

Montel Gayles
Attorney
Hinshaw & Culbertson LLC

Nicholas Tadros
Vice President
Crown Commercial Real Estate

Arthur Mason
General Manager
BEST BUY

BOARD OF DIRECTORS



HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS

District 33 – Representative 
Marlow H. Colvin

District 14 – IL Senate 
President Emil Jones, Retired

District 34 – Representative 
Connie Howard

District 1 – U.S. Congressman 
Bobby Rush

District 17 – IL State Senator 
Donnie Trotter

http://www.senatedem.state.il.us/af-legis/index.html


Alderman
Pat Dowell
3rd Ward

Alderman
Leslie Hairston
5th Ward

Alderman
Roderick Sawyer
6th Ward

Alderman 
Michelle Harris
8th Ward

Alderman 
Latasha Thomas
17th Ward

Alderman
Willie Cochran
20th Ward

Alderman
Howard Brookins Jr.
21st Ward

Alderman
Toni Foulkes
15th Ward

CITY OF CHICAGO CBA ALDERMANIC MEMBERS

Alderman  
Carrie Austin
34thWard

Alderman 
JoAnn Thompson
16thWard



87th  Street Chamber of Commerce

87th & Cottage Grove TIF Advisory Council

Auburn Highland Business & Professional Association

Business Economic Revitalization Association B.E.R.A.

Chatham-Avalon Park Community Council

Park Manor Improvement Association

West Chatham Improvement Association

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION PARTNERS



Seaway National Bank

PNC Bank

Illinois Service Federal

Urban Partnership Bank

Fifth Third Bank

Northern Trust

FINANCIAL PARTNERS



ITT Tech Advantage Committee

Senator Mark Kirk’s African American Advisory Board (AAAB) 

Member of the Diversity Action Committee 

Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s City TIF Advisory Panel 

City of Chicago’s Minority Supplier Diversity Committee 

CBA served on the City of Chicago’s Small Business Advisory Committee, 
Lending Committee and Retail in Chicago (former Mayor Richard M. Daley.) 
As a member of those committees, CBA was instrumental in the passage of 
legislation that streamlined and revised the City of Chicago’s business 
licensing process, and in expanding the amount of capital in the 
marketplace; made it easier for qualified small businesses to obtain loans. 

COMMITTEES



Business Referrals/Development 

Job Referrals                                                                               

Business Seminars/Workshops 

Quarterly Newsletter 

Resource Center for 
workshops and Conferences
www.cbaccc.org

Collaborative Marketing Programs

Business Concept and Development

Management Consulting Workshops

CBA Jr./Entrepreneur Mentoring

Tax Increment Financing (TIF)

Collaborative Business Welcome 
Program

Monthly Informative Meetings

Business Networking Opportunities

Hiring and Training

Media and Public Relations

Loan Referrals

Research Recommendations

City of Chicago Delegate Agency

Quarterly Business Socials

Member to Member Discounts

SBA Community Lending TA Agency

Minority Certification MBE/WBE

Human Resource Training

Adult Literacy Program

Community Resource Center in Chatham

www.cbaccc.org

MEMBER BENEFITS



Location Negotiations for New Businesses

Sub-Contractors Bonding and Financial Credit lines Negotiations

Represented Manufacturers and Vendors with Major retailers for shelf space

Employment Negotiations for Neighborhood Residents with Major Retailers

Commercial Banking Negotiations using our Financial Partners

CBA Juniors Entrepreneur Mentorship Program

Community Clean-Up Program

Adult Literacy Program “Between The Pages”

Collaborative Business Welcome Program

Negotiate Procurement Opportunities

Negotiate Small Business Grants for Business Improvement

Community Technology Center www.cbaccc.org

SSA Provider for Chatham Cottage Grove #51 

SSA programs include Maintenance and Beautification, Debris and Snow 
Removal, and Marketing and Façade Enhancement (free architectural design 
assistance, free governmental liaison assistance, and free application support.)

ACHIEVEMENTS



CONTACT US

Chatham Business Association

8441 South Cottage Grove

Chicago, IL. 60619

(773) 994-5006- office

(773) 994-9871-fax

admin@cbaworks.org

Melinda Kelly, Executive Director

melkelcba@sbcglobal.net

Karletta Kelly, Assistant to Executive Director

karlettakelly@cbaworks.org

www.cbaworks.org

www.cbaccc.org


